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Welcome to another Pillar Passage. Today we’re looking at the first few verses of 1 Corinthians 
12. 
 
Throughout Corinthians, Paul is answer questions from the Corinthians, and not, it seems, he 
comes to another question. You see this when you see statements like this: Now concerning … 
It is most likely that Paul is referring to a question they’ve asked him perhaps in a letter. 
 
Paul was, essentially, the founder, the one who brought the gospel to Corinth and upon that 
bases Paul has become their sort of spiritual father. So they are asking him questions. Now they 
ask about spiritual gifts. 
 
He wants them to be clearly informed about spiritual gifts which is really important for us. We 
should take seriously what he is about to say, because many of us how many thousands of 
years later are still uninformed. This is an incredibly important section of scripture.  
 
Paul is now going to give them the fundamental question that they, and we, should ask when it 
comes to the exercising of spiritual gifts. He is going to get more specific later, but here is the 
fundamental question. It is not the outward form. It is not the outward form that is most 
important here. In other words, don’t judge a book by its cover. Instead, ask what is leading the 
exercise of this gift? What is exercising? Because, it is not as though you are not led by a spirit 
when you were pagans. When you are pagans you were led by mute idols—however you were 
led. If it was a demon; if it was the spirit of the age; if it was your own flesh; (that’s the unholy 
trinity: the flesh, the world, and the devil). However you were led, however these three things 
worked, they worked through mute, dumb, dead idols. That’s how it worked before and in a 
way that’s how it works now except it’s a different Spirit that is leading.  
 
That’s the question. Is it the world, the flesh, the devil that is leading the exercise of this 
spiritual gift OR is it the Spirit of God? Is it a mute idol or is it the Spirit of God? That’s the 
questions. 
 
Well, how do I know? 
 
The fundamental way that you know that is that the Spirit of God will never, never, ever, ever, 
ever lead anyone toward the end to say Jesus is accursed. Jesus, what He did on the cross, He 
was cursed and that was it. It was useless. It was sad. It was nothing.  
 
And no one can ever say—in the opposite—Jesus is Lord; Jesus not only died for our sins, but 
He was raised from the dead and now He now He is King and He is Lord, period. He is Lord over 
all. No one can exercise their giftings toward that end except in the Holy Spirit. Because only 
the Holy Spirit can overcome these things—these false idols. 



 
No one will ever exercise their gift toward this end—that Jesus is Lord. They will lose 
themselves toward this end. No one can do that except in the Holy Spirit. 
 
So, is this spiritual being exercised toward the Jesus is accursed or toward Jesus is Lord? 
 
That’s the question. And that’s the only question. That is the fundamental, I should say not the 
only, but the fundamental question. That is the fundamental question, because we are prone to 
judge—as I said—to judge books by there covers. Paul says don’t ever do that, even if the 
exercise, the form of the gift seems strange to you. Even if—to give a concrete example—let’s 
say you are in a prayer meeting with brothers and sister of a different cultural or ethnic 
background. You’re in a prayer meeting with African-American brothers and sisters, and a 
brother begins to pray in a form that is very foreign to you. It’s the difference between spirited 
jazz music and lifeless classical music. It is completely different. Paul is saying, don’t just a book 
by it’s cover, ask yourself is this brother praying is such a way that I’m being led toward Christ 
or away from Christ. Even then, that’s not the question. I need to ask myself, what is he saying? 
And in what he’s saying are his words leading me to say, “Jesus is LORD!” If that is the case-oh 
my goodness—I ought to give thanks to the exercise of his gift. 
 
As we will continue to read here, we will see that we ought to give thanks because, in that 
moment, it’s the Holy Spirit bringing to me some gift through that other brother—some new 
and fresh way of seeing God through that brother. Flip that over, perhaps the Spirit of God is 
doing that through you for that brother. Even if my form of praying may seem strange to him, 
it’s the content of the gift. It’s what is the gift doing? Is it leading me to Christ? If so, you can be 
assured, you can be confident in that moment, even though it may—the outward packaging of 
it—may seem strange foreign to you, it is the Spirit of God that is leading it. 
 
Flip this over. The most eloquent prayer that may seem holy and inspired, that does not lead 
you to Christ; if it is leading you to a more human view of the cross; if it’s leading you to say 
Jesus is accursed, well then you can bet, no matter how eloquent and how beautiful the 
packaging may be, it’s not from the Spirit of God. Joel Osteen comes to mind at this point.  
 
When it comes to spiritual gifts, don’t judge a book by it’s cover. I should remind us all, it’s not 
just toward Christ or away from Christ. It’s toward the statement; Jesus is Lord, or Jesus is 
accursed. No one exercises their spiritual gift perfectly. No one does it exactly right. Paul is 
talking about here the two ends here; the two end-games. The Spirit is pointing us one way and 
the devil’s in the opposite way. 
 
So, what’s the trajectory? In what direction is the gift being exercised? 
 
We answer that first question, and then we’ve answered A LOT.  
 
But there are other questions. Well look at those questions in a future video. 
 



 
 
For Discussion: 
What are spiritual gifts? 
 
How are you assuring the trajectory of your life and the use of your gifts? 
 
When was the last time you experienced something foreign or unfamiliar but still felt the 
message come through clearly that Jesus is Lord? 


