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Well hello, and welcome to another Pillar Passage. Today I want to do a primer on Christians 
and social media. A primer on conversations on social media. Conversations which are so often 
known for heat and not light; for passion and not wisdom; for anger and not love. Everybody—
every Christian would say, “Yes, yes, love should be our guiding principle when we deal with 
anyone. Yet so often, if you were to ask someone—a Christian—what does love look like online, 
we would have no definition. 
 
Well, 2 Timothy 2 verses 22-26 give us about as close a definition, I think, as there exists in the 
Bible for online conversations. 
 
This is Paul giving Timothy instructions of what a man of God is supposed to be. As we read in 
other places in scripture, the template for a pastor or an elder is no different than everyone else. 
It’s just that the pastors and elders should be examples to the rest of the flock. Everyone should 
be these things. 
 
Let’s dig in. Paul begins by giving Timothy the character—the character—that Timothy should 
already have before he ever touches the keyboard, or clicks the mouse, or taps on the screen. 
Character. A certain character. A character that is fleeing youthful passions. Youthful—their 
strong desires are characterized by their youth, often lusts. Fleeing from those—perfectly? No. 
But that’s the trajectory. Then on a new trajectory of pursuing something else; not these youthful 
passions but timeless values; timeless characteristics; timeless treasures. That is; righteousness, 
faith, love, and peace.  
 
Where to those come from? What’s the source of all of those? The source is the cross. If we are 
people of the gospel, then we will constantly becoming back to the cross where righteousness 
was acted out and transferred to us. Where faith—where Jesus exercised a perfect faith in the 
Father and this is therefore the object of our faith—what Jesus did on the cross. It is where love 
was poured out in perfection and in infinite measure, and where peace between man and God 
was achieved. 
 
So, we want to be gospel people. We want to be people who are aimed at the gospel. Along with 
others who call on the Lord from a pure heart. When we go online we’re never alone. We’re 
always with each other. We are an us. We’re always an us; we’re never by ourselves. We always 
represent each other. We’re always with each other. And we’re always out to win more. We’re 
always out to demonstrate the beauties and the glories of the gospel to others.  
 
The issue at hand is not the issue at hand. Can you bring it back to the gospel? Can you embed 
this thing and frame this thing within the larger frame of God’s redemptive work in the world? 
 
Okay, so that’s #1: Character—do I have this character and do I have this trajectory before I ever 
touch the keyboard? 
 



But #2, after having talked about character, Paul says, pick your battles. Have nothing to do with 
foolish, ignorant controversies. You can see that they’re ignorant and foolish. He’s not saying 
pretend that they’re not. He’s just saying, don’t chase the devils rabbits. Don’t get into anything 
that breeds quarrels. It’s just quarreling back and forth. Don’t get into that. You do not want to 
be known as the quarreler. Others may quarrel about what you say, but your goal is not to 
quarrel. Your goal is not to fight.  
 
So, pick your battles. That’s #2. #1 is character. And #2 be able to say no. Be able to walk on by 
and say no to those things that are foolish and ignorant controversies. 
 
But, #3 we want to be on the lookout for issues that are embedded in them. It is about the gospel. 
It is about theology. It is about what people love and what people worship. So, instead of being 
quarrelsome we must be—And here Paul is going to give us the manner in which … 
 
Some might say here, we have the who, the what, and here we have the how. #3 the how. 
 
The how is; be kind to everyone. People should never out our cordiality, our kindness. We must 
make every opportunity to say, “I have no ill will against you. I’m not against you. Don’t 
misunderstand me. I’m not insulting you. But I am doing something. I am desiring to teach. As I 
teach, people will say, that’s BS. People will say, you are an idiot. You are foolish. Oh, you’re 
one of those people. Just mention the resurrection, or mention sin. Oh, you’re one of those. 
Okay. You’re a fool. You’re an idiot. I call BS on you. 
 
What happens next? Paul tells us—Paul commands us—to patiently endure evils like that and 
more; and to continue to correct our opponents with gentleness. In other words, be like Jesus. 
We’ve been walking through the gospel of Luke during this season in the life of our church, and 
if anything, Jesus strikes this beautiful balance. This beautiful striking and strong balance. A 
balance between gentleness and speaking truth to everyone, flattering no one. Jesus is the strong 
man in that way. Strong enough to patiently endure evil, and yet strong enough—at the same 
time—to continue to correct His opponents. Strong enough to do it so with gentleness. 
 
But Paul’s not done. The way that you get this. The way that you get this manner, is by the next 
sentence. By faith. We do this by believing, by hoping in God; that God may perhaps grant them 
repentance. We do not grant them repentance, and they do not grant themselves repentance. God 
grants people repentance. Isn’t that something> 
 
God grants them repentance and so we hope that God would grant them repentance that would 
lead to a knowledge of the truth. That is the world’s base problem; is that the world suppresses 
the knowledge of the truth. The problem is, when you stop believing in the truth—not that you 
believe in nothing—it is that you will now believe in anything.  
 
That’s why the world is so crazy, because it has suppressed the knowledges of the truth—the 
knowledge of God. But if they would come to this knowledge of this truth, they may—they 
may—come to their senses. Do you ever think that the world needs to come to its senses? Of 
course you do. The world is nuts. The world is crazy—because it has suppressed the knowledge 
of God. But if it would repent to a knowledge of the truth of the knowledge of God, then it 



would then come to its senses and then escape the snare of the devil. And then be released, after 
being captured by him, enslaved by him, to do his will. It is imperative that we people of this 
character, at the beginning, so that we can see what’s happening here. This person is not my 
enemy. They have been captured by the devil to do the devil’s will. They have been blinded. 
They have suppressed themselves the knowledge of the truth. What they need to see most is 
God! God and His gospel. If they would be turned by a gentle but resolute heart in another 
person. A gentle but resolute from another person. That God might use that gentle resolution in 
another person to turn them to a knowledge of the truth—then they would come to their senses. 
Then they would escape the snare of the devil. 
 
Far too often, Christians try to bring people to come to their senses by correcting them on matters 
of fact, when in reality, the reason why people are crazy about matters of fact is that upstream 
from that they have already suppressed the knowledge of they truth. That is what needs to be 
corrected. Though we may get at the knowledge of the truth through some much more mundane 
topic. 
 
Perhaps in another session of a Pillar Passage, I will give an example of this. I will only say for 
right now, look for opportunities. I recently was corresponding with someone online who was 
talking about our new trash law and how we need to follow this trash law because we’ve been 
harming the environment for so long. This person used the language of theology and the 
language of the gospel as she spoke. She said, we are guilty. She spoke in the language of sins 
against our earth. She spoke of our guilt and our need to repent and amend out ways. 
 
When we see people talking this way, in the language of theology, there is one opening. 
Everyone is doing theology. Everyone is doing morality. The question is; which theology. The 
question is which god is at the center of their theology? I sought to point out to her that there is a 
better God out there than the god of environmentalism, than the god of mother-earth who really 
knows how to love. The God who is behind all of creation. 
 
People of God here is your primer on online conversations, follow the lead of Paul and Timothy. 
It may not always be successful, but in the eyes of God you will do well 


