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Welcome to another Pillar Passage. Today we are looking at Ezekiel 36. I would invite you to 
look at the previous videos from Ezekiel, because this one comes right on the heels of a 
prophecy about Edom, the kingdom that was nearby Israel when Israel was attacked and 
sacked by Babylon—the armies of Babylon. The Edomites helped them—the Babylonians, I 
should say—in their destruction. 
 
This passage is first a prophecy against Edom and against the other surrounding nations. But 
then where this chapter will take us is basically a whirlwind tour through some of the most of 
the most important points in the entire Bible. 
 
Let’s move quickly through some of the few couple of sections. In verses 1-7, basically God says, 
though I used the surrounding nations in the judgement of Israel, so now in My hot jealousy—in 
My jealous wrath—I will bring that same reproach that I brought on Israel, I will bring it on you. 
You will suffer that same reproach. 
 
Then in verses 8-15 says God will cause the people of Israel to return and to flourish. And they 
will flourish (verse 11) more than ever before. Then they will know God is God. He is their God, 
and they are His people. 
 
The land will no longer be known as a land that devours its people (verse 14), but as a land that 
causes the flourishing of its people. This is God’s land—the land of the Lord—and God is 
concerned that now people are going to think, golly, that land only devours its people. That 
land doesn’t bless them. So, God is going to turn that around. 
 
In a similar sense, in verse 16-21, God is concerned about His reputation that is being 
besmirched wherever His people go in their exile. Because wherever they go, other people say, 
If they’re the Lord’s people, why are they so crushed? If this God is any good, why did these 
people have to go out of His land? (verse 20). So, God going to flip that around. He’s going to 
correct this perception among the nations about Himself. Which, for any of us, would be vanity. 
But for God, this is good and perfect. Because God is the one we must be drawn to for eternal, 
abundant good.  
 
Now we get to the real heart of things. God is going to bring His people back and He is going to 
cause them to flourish, but something else needs to happen. Because it’s not for your sake that 
I’m doing this. It’s for My own glory that I’m doing this. It is for My own glory—for the sake of 
My holy name. Something needs to change here, in you. Something needs to changer in you, 
My people. What I’m going to do is, I’m going to vindicate the holiness, the otherness, the 
godness, of My great name, which has been profaned among all the nations wherever you go. 
You can’t even help it. Just because you are identified with Me, and you’ve been cast out of the 
nation, I need to correct that. So I’m going vindication My reputation among nations. Such that 



the nations will know that I am the Lord. They will know this when I vindicate My holiness in 
you—through you—in blessing you. I will vindicate My name in their eyes. 
 
How am I going to do that? I’m first going to bring you from the nations (verse 24) and bring 
you into your own land. But I need to change something within you. So, (verse 25) I will sprinkle 
clean water on you. 
 
This could be a picture of baptism, but it goes even further than this. God is going to clean them 
from all their uncleannesses and from all of their idols; from all of their idolatry; from all of their 
god-replacements. This is the thing that baptism truly pictures, is a change of heart. 
 
Verse 26, God says—in some of the most beautiful words given in Scripture—I will give you; gift 
you; grace you; a new heart and a new spirit I will put within you. I will give you an new heart, 
and I will enliven that heart—if it can be said this way—with a new soul. I will put new life 
within you. I will—as it will be said later—rebirth you. I will cause you to be born again. 
 
In order to do that, I will remove the heart of stone that has become hardened. A heart that is 
dead from your flesh. And I will give you a heart of flesh. One—that is implied here—alive; alive 
with a new spirit. 
 
The way that I will do this, is I will put My spirit within you. I will give you new life within the life 
that has ever existed within Me. By that, I will cause you to walk in My statutes and be careful 
to obey all of My rules. The result of this will be that you shall dwell in the land. They will 
flourish because God will deliver them (verse 29) from all their uncleannesses. And they will 
flourish. God will summon the grain and make it abundant. Lay no famine upon them. Make the 
fruit of the tree abundant so they would never again suffer the disgrace of famine among the 
nations. 
 
They will remember their ways. They will remember that it is not of their sake that God is doing 
this. They will remain humble. They will be ashamed and confounded for their ways because it 
is God who is doing it all. God who is blessing them. 
 
In a nutshell, God will grant them repentance (verse 31). God will grant them repentance. In the 
end, they will repent, but the reason why they will repent because God enabled them to repent. 
You see this in the language of 2 Timothy chapter 2, where Paul instructs Timothy to correct his 
opponents, (here in verse 25) to correct his opponents with gentleness in the hopes that God 
may perhaps grant them repentance. Then this repentance; this change of heart; this inner 
transformation would lead them to have a knowledge of the truth—to a knowledge of the 
gospel. And that would lead them to come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil. To 
come to their senses (back to Ezekiel) and realize what they have really been doing. To be 
confounded by their ways—to be ashamed and ashamed and to turn and to follow God; to be 
careful to obey all of His rules and to follow all of His statutes. 
 



God does this. God does this not because we deserve it, not because His people deserve it, but 
for the glory of His name. This is why Paul, later in Ephesians 1, after describing how God saves 
us; how God brings us back to Him, in His grace. He describes why God does this. Why does God 
do this? He does it—verse 6 of Ephesians 1—to the praise of His glorious grace. He does all of it 
to the praise of His glory. That’s what God is up to. So Jesus picks up on this—of God being the 
prime mover; of God being the initiator; God being the One who creates this new heart. In 
verse 26 of Ezekiel, God is the One who gives and new heart and a new spirit, and Jesus picks 
this up in John 3. This is John 3 when Nicodemus comes and visits Jesus. Jesus replies to 
Nicodemus, in verse 3, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.  
 
Now this word here—the original Greek word here—is one of the greatest plays on words in 
the Bible, and perhaps in all the history of literature. Because the original Greek word here 
could mean two things. The exact same word—an oddity of word history—this word could 
mean one of two things. It could mean ‘born again’ or it could mean ‘born from above’. And 
Jesus means both. 
 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again—or born from above—he cannot see the 
kingdom of God. Nicodemus says, “How can this be? How can a man be born when he is old?” 
So, Nicodemus takes the first version. “How can a enter a second time into his mother’s 
womb?” 
 
Jesus says, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit,”—the same 
language as Ezekiel 36—“he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I say to you, ‘You must be 
born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
 
Nicodemus says, “How can these things be?” 
 
Jesus said, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things?” Have 
you ever read Ezekiel 36, Nicodemus? “Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, 
and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you 
earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? No one 
has ascended into heaven except He who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.”  
 
Jesus is the One who brings God from above down to man. He is the One who brings this new 
heart—this heart of flesh—to us. The way we access this new heart; the way that we receive 
this new heart, is by believing in Him. Whoever believes in Him may have eternal life. They 
whole thing is summed up in this most famous verse. “For God so loved the world,” in all of its 
darkness—as bad as it is, is the thought here—“that He gave His only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.” 
 



Whoever does this, is born from above, in that Jesus has come down from heaven to bring God 
to us. By Him; through Him, the Spirit then fills us and we are born again from above. 
 
I need to quiet here, but I will simply say, if you want to continue reading what this life in the 
Spirit looks like; this new heart, filled with a new Spirit, read and consider Romans 8 in light of 
Ezekiel 36. Romans 8 is a picture of what this life looks like. A life lived according to the Spirit. 
 


