
Pillar Passages – Ez 34 
Jed Brown 
Oct 5, 2021 
 
 
Welcome to another Pillar Passage. Today we are looking at Ezekiel 34. 
 
Ezekiel, you may remember, is the prophet who prophesied to the exiles who were in Babylon, 
around 600 years before Christ. In this particular chapter, Ezekiel 34, Ezekiel is prophesying 
against the shepherds—that is the king, the rulers, the elites who were supposed to shepherd 
the people. Particularly the kings, who were meant to lead and protect the people. They were 
supposed to strengthen the weak. They were to heal the sick. God called them to bind up the 
wounded, to bring back—seek—those who were straying, to seek those who are lost. But 
instead, they ruled them with force and harshness. They completely inverted their calling. 
Instead of feeding them, they fed on the sheep. They fed themselves by taking advantage of 
God’s flock. 
 
The result then was that they were scattered. That is why God scatter them, because there was 
no real shepherd. They held the office of shepherd, but they were not shepherds. Therefore, 
they all became food for the wild beasts. The people have been scattered. Again, Ezekiel is 
speaking to some of them in Babylon. They’ve been scattered everywhere. That is the result 
when there is no true shepherd. 
 
So then, in verse 7-10, it says the He is against the shepherds. Because they fed themselves and 
because they have not fed the sheep; because they completely inverted their calling, God says, 
I will require My sheep at your hand and I will stop your feeding the sheep. You’re not really 
feeding them. You’re feeding yourselves. So God says, I, Myself, will recue the sheep from the 
mouths of the shepherd that they may not be food for them.  
 
God is actually doing the rescuing by scattering the sheep. God sometimes inverts our 
expectations. God’s scatting of the people of Israel to Babylon and to place all over the earth 
was in fact a rescue to separate them from the hands of their false shepherds. 
 
Then God says this in verses 11-16, that He, Himself—I, Myself—Yahweh will search for the 
sheep after He has scattered them. He will seek them out Himself. He will become the 
Shepherd. He will become the Shepherd who will go and looks for the sheep. Who will seek 
them out, and He will rescue them from all the places where He has scattered them. He will 
bring them out for all the nations. He will bring them back to their own land. They will be 
secure. He will feed them with good pasture. They will flourish. They will be secure. 
 
God says, I will seek the lost and I will do all of the things. I will bring back the strays. I will bind 
up the injured. I will strengthen the weak. I will do all of the in the place of those who did not 
do it. I will—instead of feeding on them—I will feed them in justice. 
 



But when He does this, He will not bring everyone back, because He will look at the flock and 
He will—it says—judge between sheep and sheep. Between rams and goats. He will not rescue 
everyone. He will make a distinction between those who want to drink of clear water and those 
who muddy the water in sin. He will make a distinction between those who want to eat and 
those who trod down the food with their feet. He says, I will judge between the two. There will 
be an Israel within Israel. There will a remnant and I will come set up over them—over my elect 
remnant—one Shepherd, my servant David. 
 
On the one hand we might say at the beginning of this chapter, God is cancelling the line of 
David. Saying, no more shall the shepherds who have descended from David “shepherd” Israel, 
because they haven’t really been shepherding. God says, I, Myself, will do it. But then at the 
same time, God says I will raise up over them one Shepherd—one David—who will shepherd 
God’s people. He shall feed them. He shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I the Lord will 
be their God. My servant David—this one Shepherd—shall be prince among them. By this new 
greater David, who is prince among God’s people, will be reunited with their God. Through this 
new David, this prince, who is also the one Shepherd. 
 
We might ask, where will God do this? Where and when will God do this? We get one more hint 
in verse 25, when God says, When I do this—when I, Myself—when Yahweh comes, and at the 
same time sends one Shepherd—David—He will make a new covenant—a covenant of peace 
with His people. They shall yield fruit. And that fruit shall continue to increase. They shall dwell 
secure in the land. 
 
When will God do this? We need only continue reading our Bibles and we get to John 10 and 
the words of Jesus. (I’ll read it and make just a few comments here.) Jesus, speaking to the false 
shepherds of His day—the Scribes and Pharisees—“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not 
enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way”—that’s you, false shepherds—
“that man is a thief and a robber. But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 
To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name 
and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep 
follow him, for they know his voice. A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee form him, 
for they do not know the voice of strangers. 
 
Jesus is basically saying here, but they do not realize, they are the strangers. They are the 
thieves, and He is the Good Shepherd. In Jesus, Yahweh comes. Jesus is Yahweh. He is the 
greater David. He is—as we will see—the Good Shepherd whom God sent to shepherd His 
people to flourishing. That is why Jesus would go on to say, I am the door of the sheep. You all 
who came before Me; you were thieves and robbers just like Ezekiel said and the sheep did not 
listen to them. That’s why they were scattered. But I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he 
will be saved and will in and out and find pasture—find nourishment for his soul. Then Jesus 
say, verse 11, I am the Good Shepherd. The long promised shepherd, 600 years before in the 
book of Ezekiel, Jesus is the Good Shepherd.  
 



How does He do this? How does He rescue His people and bring them to safety? How does He 
feed their souls? How does He give them life? And how does He cut an new covenant with the 
people—a covenant of the life. He does that by laying down His life for the sheep. He’s not just 
a hired hand. He is not one who sees the wolf coming and runs away. Then the wolf snatches 
them and scatters them. He’s not a hired hand who cares nothing for the sheep. He is the long-
promised Good Shepherd. He knows His own sheep, and His sheep know Him. Just as I know 
the Father and the Father knows Me, I lay down My life for My sheep. And He would do so at 
the cross. 
 
Here is one of the most marvelous promises and pictures in Scripture. Jesus goes on to say, I 
have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring the also. And they will listen to My voice. 
So there will be one flock, one Shepherd. 
 
What is He talking about? He’s talking, up until this point, all about Jews. But here, Jesus is 
pointing out, I have other sheep to bring into the flock—into the fold—the Gentiles. And they 
too will listen to My voice and so there will be one flock. Paul would say in Ephesians, one new 
man made out of two under one Good Shepherd. 
 
This is why the Father loves Him. Because Jesus does perfectly the will of the One who placed 
Him as Shepherd. Unlike the false shepherds, because He lays down His life that He may take it 
up again. In His resurrection from the dead, the sheep have life. 
 
Then one more promise of magnificent importance; Jesus says, No one takes it from me—His 
life. No one takes it. He lays it down of His own accord. He has the authority to lay it down. And 
He has the authority to take it back up again. This He has received from His Father. So Jesus can 
say that all who come to Him—all the sheep who hear His voice, who are known by Him, and 
who follow Him—He gives us eternal life in His resurrection life. We will never perish. And no 
one will snatch us out of His hand. 
 
Why? Because His Father, who had always wanted a people, who was always working for a 
people—a bride for His Son—the Father has give us—by grace into His hand. He is greater than 
everything that might threaten us—that might seek to separate us from Him. But no one is able 
to do that. No one is able to snatch us out the Father’s hand. 
 
The reason why this is so, is that Jesus and the Father are one. Jesus can say—God can say—I, 
Myself, am rescuing My people when I send My Son. When I send My great David, who is the 
Good Shepherd. It is Jesus. 
 
What shall we say to these things? 
 
No wonder Peter would call Jesus the chief Shepherd in 1 Peter 5. The elders of the church, 
they do indeed rule the church. That’s what Scripture says. The Scripture uses the word rule. 
But only as Jesus’ under shepherds. And only, therefore, in His style, with His priorities, with His 
heart, with His power, by His Spirit, with His humble weakness, entirely under His Lordship. 



 
If you are watching this, I invite you—I implore you—to pray for us who are elders that we 
would indeed follow in His steps. That we would do that which is required of His shepherds. 
That we would indeed be useful for strengthening the weak, healing the sick, binding up the 
injured, bring back the straying, and seeking the lost. Will you pray for us in that regard? 
 
Secondly, we must all insure that we have answered the call of this Good Shepherds voice, and 
set ourselves on the path of following Him as Lord, as Master, as the Good Shepherd—as our 
only King—as God Himself. We must all make sure that we have responded to His words of 
calling to us, for He—in His death and by His resurrection—He, Himself—Jesus, Himself is the 
way, the truth, the life, the only green verdant pasture there is. It is Jesus, Himself. I, Myself will 
search them out. I, Myself will heal them. I, Myself will bind up the broken hearted. I, Myself 
will bring back the straying. I, Myself will strengthen the weak. It is Jesus. 


