
Pillar Passages – Jeremiah 12 
Jed Brown 
July 20, 2021 
 
Hello, we’re looking this morning at Jeremiah 12, from the Old Testament.  
 
You may know that Jeremiah is a prophet to the southern kingdom. Israel by this time was 
broken up into two kingdoms, the northern kingdom of Israel, and a southern kingdom of Judah 
where Jerusalem sat. At this point, Jeremiah has seen the coming wrath that is coming from the 
north. The Babylonians are coming to invade. That will be God’s judgement, His resolute 
judgement after generations and generations of rebellion against Him. This is not God just 
flying off the handle with the back of His hand. God doesn’t do the back of His hand. 
 
Jeremiah has considered all these things. He has grieved. He pleads with God. But at this point, 
he speaks back to God—in respectful tones. In verses 1-4, we see him complain to God. He says 
that, “You are righteous when I complain to you. Yet, I would plead my case before You. Why 
do the wick prosper? Why do all who are treacherous thrive? You plant them and they take 
root.” You plant them—those who are wicked. You plan them and they take root. You do that. 
And they grow. You cause them to grow—grow and produce fruit. These people “who have You 
in their mouths,” but You who are “far from their hearts.” So why? Why are You doing this? 
Jeremiah says with respect. 
 
And he says, “But You, O Lord, know me. You see me and You test my heart toward You. He 
says this in such graphic terms. But we can understand these graphic terms, when he sees the 
graphic judgement. If we’ve read the graphic judgement that is coming in the prior chapters. 
“Pull them out like sheep for slaughter;” pluck them from the soil; “set them apart for the day 
of slaughter.” These one, I don’t understand why this is inverted. It is inverted, what should be 
the case, according to your righteousness. So, “how long will the land mourn and the grass of 
every field wither? For the evil of those who dwell in it and the beast and the birds are swept 
away because they said, ‘He will not see our latter end.’” They say, “We will outlive God,” 
essentially. “God is an old man, and we will outlive Him,” that is essentially what they are 
saying.  
 
The first note that I want to make here is, Jeremiah is not doing anything wrong here in how he 
is praying. He’s being honest before God. He is still doing so in reverence—in reverent fear for 
God. He is being honest, and this is a good example to us. When we have questions, we ought 
not to hold them in and we ought to bring them before the Lord. We ought to bring them, with 
reverence, with fear, but we should come before Him in honest.  
 
God answers, although God does not answer Jeremiah directly, He gives an interesting answer 
here in verse 5. “If you have raced with men on foot, and they have wearied you, how will you 
complete with horses? And if in a safe land you are so trusting”—you’re so surprised by the evil 
of people—“what will you do in the thicket of the Jordan? For even your brothers and the 
house of your father, even they”—literally your father and your brothers have “dealt 



treacherously with you. The are in full cry after you; do not believe them, though they speak 
friendly words to you.” 
 
God’s first answer to Jeremiah is, “I have other jobs for you. There are harder tasks coming. And 
if you cannot endure, what happens in your own village, how will endure what will happen in 
Jerusalem? How will you endure what comes next?” Jeremiah is called the grieving prophet and 
he would endure many difficult things to the very end of his life. Even his very death would be 
difficult.  
 
This, I think, is very applicable to us today. Regarding COVID and the government’s response to 
COVID that has sometimes been draconian and inhumane. The response of many of us is, ‘Oh 
good, we’re coming out of it. The worst is behind us.’ But God’s answer to Jeremiah here is, ‘If 
you cannot handle this, how will you handle what comes next?’ Sometimes, God brings trouble 
in the present to prepare us for even greater trouble in the future. So we ought to think about 
this now. About how we are responding to COVID now and what may come in the future. Are 
we actually being trained by the present trial—our travails—are we being trained or are we 
simply meaning to endure them and then say, ‘Woo, I’m glad we’re behind it.’ Or maybe we’re 
not. 
 
It seems that the Lord is continuing to speak in verse 7. “I have forsaken my house; I have 
abandoned my heritage; I have given the beloved of my soul…” You see the ache of the heart of 
God. He is not a cold distant God. “I have given the beloved of my soul…” What kind of 
language is this? This is the language of marriage. D. A. Carson on this passage calls to mind the 
book of Hosea where Hosea is called by God to marry a prostitute. A prostitute who is 
inexorably drawn to adultery over, and over, and over again. Finally, Hosea must give her up, 
and yet he pursues her as we will see. And here we see the same language. God who betrothed 
Himself to the bride—this adulterous prostitute of a bride—eventually must say I have to give 
her—my beloved, "the beloved of my soul”—in the hands of her enemies. “My heritage has 
become to me like lion in the forest; she has lifted up her voice against me; therefore I hate 
her.” 
 
Now, on this verse—on this word hatred—As I have often said, I heard this, I didn’t get it from 
my own brain I heard it from someone else. What matters so often in life is not the verbs but 
the direct objects. “Because she has hated Me.” Essentially what God is saying is, “Therefore, 
there is nothing left to Me—within Me—within My character—but to hate her. So He asks, “Is 
My heritage to Me like a hyena’s lair? Are the birds of prey against her all around?” Well, yes. 
“Go, assemble all the wild beasts; bring them to devour. Many shepherds have destroyed my 
vineyard; they have trampled down my portion; they have made my pleasant portions a 
desolate wilderness. The have made it a desolation; desolate, it mourns to me. The whole land 
is made desolate, but no man lays it to heart.” There is no shepherd who lays it to heart except 
Jeremiah. “Upon the bare heights in the desert destroyers have come, for the sword of the Lord 
devours from one end of the land to the other; now flesh has peace.” It makes you wonder who 
is talking again. Is it the Lord, or is it Jeremiah? 
 



“They have sown wheat and have reaped thorns; they have tired themselves out but profit 
nothing. They shall be ashamed of their harvests because of the fierce anger of the Lord.” 
So, God eventually brings the full curse of the garden. He brings futility, so that mankind would 
see even His own people, that they would see the futility of sin. The futility of drifting from Him.  
 
Now, God’s judgement is real. God’s judgement is concrete. His is patient. He is longsuffering. 
But He is not longsuffering forever. “Thus says the Lord, concerning all my evil neighbors—” the 
other nations—“who touch the heritage that I have given my people to inherit: ‘Behold, I will 
pluck them up from their land, and I will pluck up the house of Judah from among them.” 
 
God is impartial. God is impartial when it comes to sin. He does not play favorites. But God is 
also not entirely wrathful. God is sprung. God is tightly wound to respond to repentance when 
His people relent, He is tightly wound. He quickly springs to relent from His wrath. Thus, verse 
15. And after I have plucked them up, I will again have compassion on them, and I will bring 
them again each to his heritage and each to his land. And it shall come to pass, if they will 
diligently learn the ways of My people, to swear by My name…” Who is He talking to here? “If 
they will learn diligently the ways of My people…” He Judah and the nations. 
 
Judah has become not His people. They have divorced themselves from God. They have broken 
their covenant so severely that there is no more covenant. The old covenant is broken and a 
new covenant will need to be established. Eventually, God will send one Israelite; one Jew; one 
Son of God; one son of Man who will establish a new covenant by which God will bring each 
one again bring “each one to his land. And it shall come to pass, if they—” Jews or Gentiles—“if 
they will diligently learn the ways of My people to swear by My name, ‘As the Lord lives,’ even 
as the taught My people to swear by Baal, then they shall be built up in the midst of My 
people.” 
 
Again, who’s they? Jews and Gentiles. “They shall be built up.” But, if any nation will not 
listen…” Not listen to what? Not listen to the wrath that came before and this Son of Israel who 
will come. If they will not listen, “then I will utterly pluck it up…” It being any nation, “and 
destroy it, declares the Lord.” I will pluck it up and I will destroy it. 
 
Our country was founded, originally, by pilgrims—puritans—who fled Europe. Who fled 
England, for the most part, but other nations. Dutch and English puritans who established a 
new nation here. And who considered themselves on a divine errand in the wilderness.  
 
That notion has been abused over the years. Say, for instance, in the Manifest Destiny years of 
our country. The notion was certainly abused for nationalist purposes. But having said that, 
there was much good in it. There was much good in it because, they knew the opposite of 
this—when any people turns and listens, they shall be built up. They shall be built up and that is 
what God has done in our country. 
 



But even yet today, we are tending further and further towards the place where we will not 
listen. And the end will be that God will pluck up our nation and destroy it. The worse days are 
not behind us. They may yet still be before us.  
 
So, this is a call for God’s people to repentance. But then for God’s people to call the nation to 
repentance. To repentance to listening the words of Lord. Particularly, the One who lives. 
Particularly, the One who was raised from the dead. Who not only died for our sins, but was 
raised from the dead—Jesus. 


