“The Eternal Destiny of Man”
“Implications of the Gospel” — Part 10
Acts 17:31
For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he
has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the
dead.
Acts 17:31

We believe that God commands everyone
everywhere to believe the gospel by turning to Him
in repentance and receiving the Lord Jesus Christ.
We believe that God will raise the dead bodily
and judge the world, assigning the unbeliever
to condemnation and eternal conscious punishment
and the believer to eternal blessedness and joy
with the Lord in the new heavens and new earth,
to the praise of His glorious grace. Amen.
The Bible presents the gospel
as a matter of eternal significance.
Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that
leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and
narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.
Matthew 7:13-14

1. God will raise the dead bodily.
…But at that time your people—everyone whose name is found written in the
book—will be delivered. Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will
awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt.
Daniel 12:1-2
Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves
will hear his voice and come out—those who have done good will rise to live, and
those who have done evil will rise to be condemned.
John 5:28-29
• The resurrection of the believer
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 8:38-39
I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Listen, I tell you a
mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—in a flash, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead
will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.
1 Corinthians 15:50-52

But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the
Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything
under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his
glorious body.
Philippians 3:20-21
For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. If I am to go on living in the body,
this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! I am
torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by
far…
Philippians 1:21-23
• When will we receive our resurrection body?
For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own
turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.
1 Corinthians 15:22-23
For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with
the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in
Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will
be with the Lord forever.
1 Thessalonians 4:16-17

2. There are several judgments mentioned in the Bible.
• The judgment seat of Christ
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may
receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or
bad.
2 Corinthians 5:10
I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has
eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.
John 5:24
For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is
Jesus Christ. If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly
stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the
Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the
quality of each man's work. If what he has built survives, he will receive his
reward. If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved...
1 Corinthians 3:11-15
Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize?
Run in such a way as to get the prize. Everyone who competes in the games goes
into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get
a crown that will last forever.
1 Corinthians 9:24-25
• The judgment of the nations
When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit
on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and
he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep
from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation
of the world...’”
Matthew 25:31-34
• The Great White Throne Judgment
Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky
fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. And I saw the dead,
great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another
book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to
what they had done as recorded in the books…
Revelation 20:11-15
• The judgment of angels
For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting
them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment…
2 Peter 2:4
Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if you are to judge the
world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases? Do you not know that we
will judge angels?...
1 Corinthians 6:2-3

Application: Understanding the truth of final judgment:
• allows us to forgive others freely (Romans 12:19)
• is an incentive for doing good (Matthew 6:20)
• should provide a great motive for evangelism (2 Peter 3:9)

