“The Worldwide Missionary Movement Begins”
God’s Story of Redemption—Part 8
Acts, Thessalonians and Galatians
1. The Church is the body of Christ in the world.
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Acts 1:8
I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of
everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.
Romans 1:16
We are to think like Jesus,
act like Jesus, and love others like Jesus.
2. An unlikely missionary.
Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's disciples.
He went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so
that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might
take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a
light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him,
"Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" "Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked.
"I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he replied. "Now get up and go into the city, and
you will be told what you must do." The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless;
they heard the sound but did not see anyone. Saul got up from the ground, but when he
opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. For
three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything. In Damascus there was a
disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, "Ananias!" "Yes, Lord," he
answered. The Lord told him, "Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a
man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. In a vision he has seen a man named
Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight." "Lord," Ananias
answered, "I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to
your saints in Jerusalem. And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to
arrest all who call on your name." But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my
chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the
people of Israel.”
Acts 9:1-15
3. The Church hears God’s voice and sends out
missionaries.
In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called
Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and

Saul. While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart
for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." So after they had
fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.
The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia and sailed
from there to Cyprus. When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in
the Jewish synagogues. John was with them as their helper.
Acts 13:1-5
God raised up a point man,
but the mission didn’t end with him!

We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through
us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin
to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
2 Corinthians 5:20-21
4. Paul begins to plant and instruct new churches.
For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to
you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep
conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. You became imitators of us
and of the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy given
by the Holy Spirit. And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and
Achaia. The Lord's message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your
faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything
about it, for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you
turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from
heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.
1 Thessalonians 1:4-10
Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask
you, brothers, not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or
letter supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already
come. Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the
rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction.
2 Thessalonians 2:1-3
You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was
clearly portrayed as crucified. I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive
the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you heard? Are you so foolish? After
beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort?
Galatians 3:1-3
Application: The book of Acts is our story. This is where we fit into God’s Story. The Book of
Acts is still being written today. We have the same commission on our lives as they had on their
lives, to be witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. In the power
of the Spirit, this is our task until we breathe our last breath or Jesus comes.
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