“Grave Robbers? No! Resurrection!”
“The Story, New Testament” — Part 6
Matthew 27-28; Mark 16; Luke 24; John 19-21
1. The easiest guard detail ever
The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to
Pilate. "Sir," they said, "we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said,
'After three days I will rise again.' So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until
the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people
that he has been raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first."
"Take a guard," Pilate answered. "Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how." So
they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the
guard.
Matthew 27:62-66
There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and,
going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning,
and his clothes were white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook
and became like dead men.
Matthew 28:2-4
While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and reported
to the chief priests everything that had happened. When the chief priests had met with
the elders and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money, telling them,
"You are to say, 'His disciples came during the night and stole him away while we were
asleep.' If this report gets to the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of
trouble." So the soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. And this story
has been widely circulated among the Jews to this very day.
Matthew 28:11-15
2. The surprise of all surprises
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. So she came running
to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, "They have taken
the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put him!" So Peter and the
other disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, but the other disciple outran
Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying
there but did not go in. Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the
tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the burial cloth that had been
around Jesus' head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. Finally the
other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed.
(They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.)
John 20:1-9
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the
doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace
be with you!" After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were

overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
John 20:19-20
Special note: You’ve got to see the big picture!
I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. And
after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself will see him with
my own eyes—I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!
Job
19:25-27
… you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay.
Psalm 16:9-10
Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others
to shame and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of
the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.
Daniel 12:2-3
He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be
rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed
and after three days rise again.
Mark 8:31
3. Struggling with doubt
… Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand
and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe." Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my
God!" Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have believed."
John 20:24-29
Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
John
20:30-31
“For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have
eternal life, …”
John 6:40
Special note: The centrality of the resurrection to the gospel.
...if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith…And if
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also
who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are
to be pitied more than all men.

1 Corinthians 15:13-14, 17-19
But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen
asleep.
1 Corinthians 15:20
4. Jesus shares the mission.
“… go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
Matthew 28:18-20

Application: His enemies thought they had finished Jesus off. But despite their great pains to
discredit Him and keep Him in the tomb, He returned just as He said He would—just as the
prophets said He would. His victory over death gives everyone the same opportunity to live
forever with God, which has been the plan from the beginning.
“… I am going—to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the
way to the place where I am going."
John 14:2-4
Do you know the way?
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